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THE  PENITENT  SON. 

Death  brings  to  those  who  have  been 
long  dreading  its  approach,  by  the  bed¬ 
side  of  one  tenderly  beloved,  a  calm  in 
wliich  nature  feels  most  gracious  relief 
from  the  load  of  sorrow.  While  we  yet 
hear  the  faint  murmurs  of  the  unexpired 
breath,  and  see  the  dim  light  of  the  unclosed 
eyes — we  watch  in  agony  all  the  slightest 
movements  of  the  sufferer,  and  to  save  the 
life  of  friend  or  of  parent,  we  ourselves 
would  most  gladly  die.  All  the  love  of 
which  our  hearts  are  capable,  belongs  then 
but  to  one  dearest  object ;  and  things  which 
perhaps  a  few  days  before  were  prized  as 
the  most  delightful  of  earth’s  enjoyments, 
seem,  at  that  awful  crisis,  unworthy  even 
of  the  affections  of  a  child.  The  blow  is 
struck,  and  the  sick-bed  is  a  bier.  But 
God  suffers  not  the  souls  of  them  who  be¬ 
lieve,  to  fall  into  an  abyss  of  despair. — 
The  being  whom  for  so  many  long  years 
we  have  loved  and  reverenced, 

“  Has  past  through  nature  to  eternity,” 

and  the  survivors  are  left  behind  in  mourn¬ 
ful  resignation  to  the  mysterious  decree. 

Life  and/leath  walk  through  this  world 
hand  in  hand.  Young,  old,  kind,  cruel, 
wise,  foolish,  go(^  and  wicked — all  at  last 
patiently  subnet' inexorable  law. — 
At  all  tim^,  and  in  all  places,  there  are 
the  watchings,  and  weepings,  and  wailings 
of  hearts  severed,  or  about  to  sever.  Y^et 
look  over  Jjftndscape  or  city — and  though 
sorrow,  and  sickness,  and  death,  be  in  the 
groves^, and  woods,  and  solitary  places 
among  the  hills — among  the  streets  and 
the  squares,  and  the  magnificent  dwellings 
of  princes;  yet  the  great  glad  spirit  of 
life  is  triumphant,  and  there  seems  no  abid¬ 
ing  place  for  the  dreams  of  decay. 

Sweet  lonesome  cottage  of  the  Hazel 
Glen  !  Even  now  is  the  merry  month  of 
May  passing  brightly  over  thy  broomy 


braes  ;  and  while  the  linnet  sings  on  earM-, 
the  lark  replies  to  him  from  heaven.  The 
lambs  are  playing  in  the  sunshine  over 
all  thy  vei  dant^olls,  and  infant  shepherd 
and  shepherd^^ire  Joining  in  their  glee. 
Scarcely  is  there  a  cloud  in  the  soft  cerulean 
sky — save  where  a  gentle  mist  ascends 
above  the  dark  green  Sycamore,  in  whose 
shade  that  solitary  dwelling  sleeps  !  Thi.s 
little  world  is  filled  to  the  brink  with  hap¬ 
piness — fur  grief  would  be  ashamed  to 
sigh  within  the  still  enclosure  of  these  pas¬ 
toral  hills. 

Three  little  months  ago,  and  in  that 
cottage  we  stood  together — son,  daughter, 
grandchild,  pastor,  and  friend — by  the 
death-bed  of  the  Elder.*  In  thought,  we 
are  still  standing  there  :  and  that  night  of 
death  returns  upon  me,  not  dark  and 
gloomy,  but  soft,  calm,  ^nd  mournful,  like 
the  face  of  heaven  Just  tinged  with  moon¬ 
light,  and  here  and  there  a  solitary  star. 

The  head  of  the  old  man  lay  on  its 
pillow  stiller  than  in  any  breathing  sleep, 
and  there  was  a  paleness  on  his  face  that 
told  the  heart  would  beat  no  more.  We 
stood  motionless  as  in  a  picture,  and  look¬ 
ed  speechlessly  on  each  other’s  counte¬ 
nance.  ‘  My  grandfather  has  fallen  asleep,^ 
said  the  loving  boy,  in  a  low  voice,  uncon¬ 
sciously  using,  in  his  simplicity,  that  sub¬ 
lime  scriptural  expression  for  death.  The 
mother,  unable  to  withhold  her  sobs,  took 
her  child  by  his  little  hand,  and  was  lead¬ 
ing  him  away,  when  at  once  the  dreadful 
truth  fell  upon  him,  and  he  knew  that  he 
was  never  again  to  say  his  prayers  by  the 
old  man’s  knees.  ^Oh!  let  me  kiss  him 
— once  only^ — before  they  bury  him  in  the 
cold  earth  and  in  a  moment,  the  golden 
curls  of  the  child  were  mixed  with  the 
gray  hairs  of  the  lifeless  shadow.  \o 
terror  had  the  cold  lips  for  him ;  and 
closely  did  he  lay  his  cheek  so  smooth  to 
those  deep  wrinkles,  on  which  yet  seemed 
to  dwell  a  last  loving  smile.  The  father 
of  the  boy  gazed  piteously  upon  him,  and 


*_See  the  Elder’s  Death-Bed,  page  337. 
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said  unto  himself,  ^  Alas  !  he  hath  no  love 
to  spare  for  me,  who  have  so  long  forgotten 
him.  Jamie — my  little  Jamie  cried  he 
now  aloud,  ‘thou  wouldst  not  weep  so 
were  I  to  die — thou  wouldst  not  kiss  so 
thy  own  father’s  lips  if  they  were,  as  these 
are,  colder  and  ivhiter  than  the  clay  !’ — 
The  child  heard  well,  even  where  he  lay 
on  the  bosom  of  that  corpse,  the  tremulous 
voice  of  his  father;  and  nature  stirring 
strongly  within  his  heart  towards  him  of 
whose  blood  he  was  framed,  he  lifted  up 
his  sullied  face  from  the  unbeating  bosom, 
and,  gently  stealing  himself  away  from  the 
bed,  rushed  into  his  pareHt^arms,  and  lay 
there  delivered  up  to  all  the  perfect  love 
of  childhood’s  forgiving  heart.  All  his 
father’s  frowns  were  forgotten — his  sullen 
looks — his  stern  words — his  menaces,  that 
had  so  often  struck  terror  to  his  wondering 
soul — his  indifference — his  scorn,  and  his 
cruelty.  He  remembered  only  his  smiles, 
and  the  gentlest  sounds  of  his  voice  ;  and 
happy  now,  as  in  heaven,  to  feel  himself 
no  more  neglected  or  spurned,  but  folded, 
as  in  former  sweetest  days,  unto  the  yearn¬ 
ing  bosom  of  his  own  kind  father,  the 
child  could  bear  to  turn  his  eyes  from  that 
blessed  embrace,  towards  the  dead  old  man, 
whom,  an  hour  ago,  he  had  looked  on  as 
his  only  guardian  on  earth  besides  God, 
and  whose  gray  hairs  he  had,  even  as  an 
orphan,  twined  round  his  very  heart.  ‘I 
do  not  ask  thee,  Jamie,  to  forget  thy  grand¬ 
father — no,  we  two  will  often  speak  of 
him,  sitting  together  by  the  ingle,  or  on 
the  hill-side, — but  I  beseech  thee  not  to 
let  all  thy  love  be  buried  with  him  in  the 
grave — but  to  keep  all  that  thou  canst  for 
thy  wretched  father.’  Sighs,  sobs,  tears, 
kisses,  and  embraces,  were  all  the  loving 
child’s  reply.  A  deep  and  divine  joy  had 
been  restored  to  him,  over  whose  loss 
often  had  his  pining  childhood  wept. — 
The  beauty  of  his  father’s  face  revived — 
it  smiled  graciously  upon  him,  asvit  did  of 
old,  when  he  was  wont  to  totter  after  him 
to  the  sheepfold,  and  to  pull  primroses 
beneath  his  loving  eye,  from  the  mossy 
banks  of  the  little  sparkling  burn !  Scarce¬ 
ly  could  the  child  believe  in  such  a  blessed 
change.  But  the  kisses  fell  fast  on  his 
brow ;  and  when  he  thought  that  the  ac¬ 
companying  tears  were  shed  l)y  his  own 
father,  for  the  unkindness  sometimes  shown 
to  his  child,  be  could  not  contain  those 
silent  self-upbraidings,  but  with  thicker 
sobs  blessed  him  by  that  awful  name,  and 
promised  Co  love  him,  beyond  even  Him 


who  WMS  now  lying  dead  before  their 
eyes.  ‘I  will  walk  along  with  the  funeral, 
and  see  my  grandfatlier  buried,  in  our  own 
burial  place,  near  where  the  Tent  stands 
at  the  Sacrament  — Yes,  I  will  walk,  my 
father,  by  your  side — and  hold  one  of  the 
strings  of  the  coffin — and  if  you  will  only 
promise  to  love  me  for  ever  as  you  now’  do, 
I  will  strive  to  think  of  my  grandfather 
without  weeping — aye — without  shedding 
one  single  tear  ;’ — and  here  the  child,  un¬ 
aware  of  the  full  tenderness  of  his  own 
sinless  heart,  burst  out  into  an  uncontrola- 
ble  flood  of  grief.  The  mother,  happy  in 
her  sore  affliction,  to  see  her  darling  boy 
again  taken  so  lovingly  to  her  husb^and’s 
heart,  looked  towards  them  with  a  faint 
smile, — and  then,  with  a  beaming  counte¬ 
nance,  towards  the  expired  saint ;  for  she 
felt  that  his  dying  words  had  restored  the 
sanctities  of  nature  to  her  earthly  dwelling. 
With  gentle  hand,  she  beckoned  the  pastor 
and  myself  to  follow  her — and  conducted 
us  away  from  the  death-bed,  into  a  little 
parlour,  in  w  hich  burned  a  cheerful  fire, 
and  a  small  table  was  spread  with  a  cloth 
whiter  than  the  snow.  ‘You  will  stay  in 
our  cottage  all  night — and  we  shall  all 
meet  together  again  before  the  hour  of 
rest;’  and  so  saying,  she  calmly  with¬ 
drew. 

There  was  no  disorder  or  disarray  in 
the  room  in  which  we  now  sal. — Though 
sickness  had  been  in  the  house,  no  domes¬ 
tic  duties  had  been  neglected.  In  this 
room  the  Patriarch  had,  every  evening, 
for  forty  years  said  family  prayers — and 
the  dust  had  not  been  allowed  to  gather 
there,  though  sickness  had  kept  him  from 
the  quiet  nook  in  which  he  had  so  long 
delighted.  The  servant,  with  sorrowful 
but  composed  features,  brought  to  us  our 
simple  meal,  w’hich  the  pastor  blessed,  not 
without  a  pathetic  allusion  to  him  who  had 
been  removed — and  another  more  touch¬ 
ing  still  to  them  who  survived  him.  That 
simple  but  most  fervent  aspiration,  seemed 
to  breathe  an  air  of  comfort  through  the 
house  that  was  desolate, — but  a  deep  mel¬ 
ancholy  yet  reigned  over  the  hush  ;  and 
the  inside  of  the  cottage,  now  that  its  an¬ 
cient  honour  was  gone,  felt  forlorn  as  its 
outside  would  have  done,  had  the  sycamore 
that  gave  it  shade  and  shelter,  been  felled 
to  the  earth. 

We  had  sat  by  ourselves  for  about  two 
hours,  when  the  matron  again  appeared ; 
not  as  when  we  had  first  seen  her,  wearied, 
worn  out,  and  careless  of  herself,  but  calm 
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in  her  demeanour,  and  with  her  raiment  their  ministers  have  usurped  an  unwarrant- 
changed,  serene  and  beautifui  in  the  com-  able  dominion  over  the  members,  become 
posure  of  her  faith.  With  a  soft  voice  greedy  of  great  emoluments  for  their  ser- 
she  asked  us  to  come  with  her  again  to  vices,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  their 
the  room  where  her  father  lay — and  thither  preaching  has  become  formal  and  of  but 
we  followed  her  in  silence.  little  use,  and  their  lives  not  the  most  ex- 

The  body  of  the  old  man  had  been  laid  emplary.  They  generally  have  sought  to 
out  by  the  same  loving  hands  that  so  ten-  have  their  authority  established  by  secular 
derly  ministered  to  all  his  wants  and  power,  and  those  that  oppose  their  nefari- 
wishes  when  alive.  The  shroud  in  which  ous  designs  come  directly  under  the  lash 
he  was  now  w  rapped  had  been  in  the  cot-  of  persecution  ;  they  are  called  schismatics 
tage  for  many  a  long  year,  and  white  as  and  heretics,  are  driven  from  the  Church 
it  was,  even  as  the  undriven  snow,  scarce-  and  their  names  cast  out  as  evil,  and  their 
ly  was  it  whiter  than  the  cheeks  and  the  persecutors  warn  those  who  'are  subser- 
locks  now  bound  in  its  })eaceful  folds. —  vient  to  their  wishes,  not  to  have  any 
To  the  eyes  of  my  childhood,  the  Elder’s  communion  or  fellowship  with  them :  and 
face  had  sometimes  seemed,  even  in  its  we  learn  from  history,  that  whenever 
benignity,  too  austere  for  my  careless  those  persecuting  priests  have  had  power 
thoughts,  impressed  as  it  ever  was  with  an  sufficient  for  their  purposes,  they  have 
habitual  holiness.  But  all  such  austerity,  pursued  their  intended  victims,  to  prison 
if  indeed  it  had  ever  been  there,  death  had  ^r  banishment;  and  sometimes  the  halter 
now  removed  from  that  silent  countenance,  ended  the  life  of  the  sufferer,  and  frequently 
His  last  moments  had  been  blessed  by  his  fire  and  faggot  put  a  finishing  stroke  to 
son’s  contrition — his  daughter’s  love — his  the  sacrifice,  and  added  horrors  to  the 
grandchild’s  pity — his  pastor’s  prayers. —  catastrophe.  The  extremity  of  suffering 
And  the  profound  peace  which  his  parting  commonly  fell  upon  those  pious  ministers 
spirit  had  enjoyed,  left  an  expression  on  who  favoured  the  cause  of  the  people,  and 
his  placid  features,  consolatory  and  sub-  protested  against  the  unjust  and  oppressive 


iime.  proceedings  of  those  avaricious  and  wicked 

(To  be  Concluded.)  pi'iests.  I'he  devout  members,  who  syra- 

— —  pathized  wdth  their  suffering  ministers,  w  ere 

a  WTI ATTC  driven  to  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  from 

the  pompons  formal  Church  (for  Tight  has 
- — *  no  fellowship  with  darkness)  and  associa- 

KISE  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  METHO-  ting,  for  the  sake  of  Christian  fellowship 


IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 
(Continued  from  page  350) 


DIST  SOCIETY,  ett^d  communion  :  thus  were  the  faithful, 

,  humble  followers  of  the  adorable  Redeemer 

united,  and  thus,  in  the  midst  of  dangers, 
(Continued  from^page  350)  desolation  and  death,  a  living  ministry  and 

The  history  of  the  church,  from  the  days  a  holy  church  have  been  preserved, 
of  the  apostles  to  the  time  of  the  reforma-  The  Wesleys,  when  they  set  out  to  raise 
tion,  is  not  among  the  least.  Neale’s  a  holy  people  in  the  year  1737,  screened 
History  of  the  Puritans  describes  a  series  themselves  in  a  great  measure  from  perse- 
of  arrogant,  cruel  persecutions,  and  the  cution  by  bringing  their  adherents  to,  and 
sufferings  of  the  pious,  that  show,  on  the  incorporating  them  with  the  national 
one  hand,  the  most  consummate  bigotry,  Church,  of  which  they  themselves  were 
and  on  tlie  other  the  most  patient  endu-  members,  yet  they  had  to  suffer  reproach, 
ranee  and  resignation.  and  calumny  was  profusely  heaped  upon 

Sewell’s  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  them.  By  instituting  class-meetings,  and 
of  the  people  called  Quakers,  is  a  very  other  means  of  promoting  piety  and  holy 
interesting  history  and  is  considered  by  living,  a  line  of  distinction  was  drawn 
them  of  great  value.  In  the  account  of  between  these  associations  and  the  ordilfcry 
the  sufferings  of  that  people,  we  may  see  members  of  the  Church,  and  they  were 
a  farther  confirmation  of  the  word  of  truth,  known  by  the  appellation  of  Methodists, 
that  all  who  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  In  the  year  17dd  societies  of  the  same 
shall  suffer  persecution  ;  anil  this  has  denomination  began  to  be  formed  in  Amer- 
always  been  the  case,  whenever  a  Chris-  ica,  and  were  known  by  the  name  of 
tian  Church  have  declined  so  far  from  Meth(»dist  Societies  until  the  year  1784, 
piety  and  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel,  that  w  hen  they  took  the  Episcopal  order,  and 
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afterwards  the  name  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  They  increased  ^^reatly 
in  numbers  and  [>opulurity,  and  assumed 
a  dignity  unknown  before  among  them. 
The  clergy  forme<i  a  Discipline  without 
consnltine  the  laity,  and  took  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  church  upon  themselves,  which 
tliey  retain  to  this  day,  although  the  people 
have  frequently  petitioned  the  Conference 
for  a  lav  representation,  they  have  not  yet 
obtained  it :  and  from  recent  acts  of  the 
conferences,  it  will  appear  as  if,  instead  of 
the  clergy  being  willing  to  have  their  power 
diminished,  they  wish  to  have  it  increased 
beyond  their  present  authority  to  enforce. 
These,  with  proceedings  upon  the  same 
principle,  have  given  rise  to  a  society  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  by  the  name  of  the  Methodist 
Societ\’.  And  while  we  attempt  to  give 
an  historical  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  Methodist  Society  in  the  city  of 
New’-York,  we  shall  endeavour  as  much 
as  possible,  to  avoid  every  expression  that 
might  wound  the  feelings  of  those  pious 
friends  w  ith  whom  some  of  us  were  lately 
connected  in  church  fellowship  and  com¬ 
munion,  whom  we  still  love  and  highly 
esteem  ;  but  as  we  have  been  so  frequently 
solicited  to  give  some  reason  why  we  with¬ 
drew  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
we  shall,  for  the  sake  of  such  inquirers, 
lightly  touch  on  some  of  the  leading  causes, 
and  pass  over  the  others  in  silent  love  and 
forbearance,  endeavouring  to  bury  them 
in  everlasting  forgetfulness ;  forif  weshould 
mention  every  particular  circumstance  re¬ 
lative  thereto,  we  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  those  who  wish  to  retain  their  as¬ 
sumed  power,  or  those  who  are  advocates 
for  usurped  domination,  would  ^acknow- 
ledge  that  we  had  sirtiicient  cause  for 
reiiising  to  submit  to,  or  remain  under 
such  power  and  dominion. 

But  we  think  we  have  an  ihcontcstihle 
right  of  lawfully  associating  as  jve  have 
dotie,  and  of  forming  a  Discipline  for  the 
government  of  ourselves,  while  we  do  not 
infringe  on  the  rights  of  others  :  hut  if 
thf»st*  who  are  at  liberty  to  go  tree  are 
w^illing  to  be  hroutrht  to  the  door,  or  unto 
the  door-post,  and  let  their  masters  bore 
their  ears  through  w'ith  an  awl,  and  be¬ 
come  their  servants  for  ever,  (see  Exodus 
xxi.  (3.)  we  have  no  bjections  to  make  ; 
let  such  persons  have  their  choice  with¬ 
out  blame  ;  we  do  not  wish  to  have  those 
in  our  society  w  ho  have  not  wisdom  suf¬ 
ficient  to  conduct  themselves  with  pro¬ 


priety  without  compulsion  ;  and  thosf 
who  have  not,  it  is  presumed,  can  easily 
find  masters  ;  the  greatest  difficulty  is  to 
find  good  ones :  for  those  wl«o  have  the 
greatest  propensity  or  inclination  to  ex¬ 
ercise  authority  over  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  generally  have  the  the  least  qualifi- 
cations  to  govern.  Mankind,  by  nature, 
have  a  jealous,  envious  disposition  :  mon- 
archs  have  an  enmity  towards  republics  ; 
and  those  wdio  are  advocates  for  kingly 
power,  or  aristocracy,  are  unfriendly  to 
republicans  ;  slaves  generally  dislike  those 
that  are  free,  and  slave-holders,  such  as 
wish  to  exercise  their  natural  rights. 

We  were  not  of  those  who  reiterated 
their  complaints  in  memorials  and  peti¬ 
tions  to  the  General  Conference  w  ithout 
efl'ect,  for  a  lay  representation  in  that 
body,  that  they  might  have  a  voice  in 
forming  those  rules  by  which  the  whole 
society  in  the  United  States  were  to  be 
governed  :  nor  did  we  complain  of  having 
preachers  stationed  among  us  w  ithout  our 
advice  or  consent ;  or  of  contributing  to¬ 
wards  their  support,  nor  of  supporting 
presiding  elders,  whom  w  e  consider  worse 
than  useless,  until  those  preachers  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  tem¬ 
poral,  as  w  ell  as  spiritual  concerns  of  the 
church,  and  to  act  accordingly.  But  we 
first  began  to  remonstrate  against  the  pro¬ 
cedure  of  the  trustees,  when,  with  a  hea¬ 
vy  debt  on  the  church,  and  a  suit  in  chan¬ 
cery  undetermined,  they  resolved  to  lake 
down  the  old  meeting-house  in  John- 
street,  atid  build  a  new’  one,  and  another 
at  the  Bow'ery  \  illage.  We  objected, 
because  we  thoqght  the  commencement 
premature,  and  because,  from  the  dispo¬ 
sition  of  the  leading  men  in  the  board  ^ 
trustees  at  that  time,  we  were  afraid  thS 
they  would  build  too  expensively,  and  the  * 
evrnt  proved  that  our  fears  were  n<^  ^ 
groundless  :  but  neither  warnings  nor  en¬ 
treaties  appeared  to  have  any  good  efl'ect; 
they  proceeded,  and  the  debt  of  the 
church  was  increased  to  more  than  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  If  those  men  have  any 
pleasure  in  view'iiig  the  effects  of  their 
folly,  let  them  enjoy  it ;  we  have  no  rea¬ 
son  to  envy  their  situation. 

When  the  term  expired  for  which  those 
trustees  were  elected,  who  were  consid¬ 
ered  the  most  forward  in  unnecessary  ex- 
pences,  other  persons  were  elected  in  their 
places,  wlio,  it  was  confidently  believed 
and  expected,  would  conduct  the  affairs  of 
the  church  with  better  economy.  The 
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prudent,  plain  part  of  the  society  began 
to  think  of  devising  some  means  of  de¬ 
creasing  the  expenses  of  the  church,  and 
instituting  a  sinking  fund  for  paying 
debt  in  which  the  church  was  now  infH^ 
ed.  Tranquility,  it  was  hoped,  was  now 
restored,  and  the  prospect  began  to  bright¬ 
en  ;  but  this  was  of  but  short  duration,  for 
soon  those  who  had  been  the  cause  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  debt  of  the  church,  with  their 
adherents,  began  to  call  select  meetings 
for  the  purpose,  it  was  said,  of  altering 
the  mode  of  nominating  and  electing  trus¬ 
tees.  The  preacher  in  charge,  and  oth¬ 
ers,  were  very  active  in  the  encouraging 
and  attending  those  meetings.  In  the 
mean  time  the  following  letter  was  writ¬ 
ten  and  addressed  to  a  person  who  had 
been  appointed  a  member  of  a  committee 
on  this  subject,  and  was  published. 
(LETTER.) 

Dear  Sir, 

I  understand  that  you  are  one  of  a 
committee  who  have  been  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  present  diffi¬ 
culties  said  to  be  existing  in  the  society  of 
which  we  are  a  part,  and  to  suggest  some 
plan  to  remove  them.  If  I  have  been 
rightly  informed  the  greatest  difficulty 
complained  of,  is,  from  a  part  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  feeling  themselves  aggrieved  (as  they 
say)  by  reason  of  not  having  a  person  or 
persons  of  their  own  choice  to  represent 
them  in  the  board  of  Trustees. 

If  we  would  with  one  consent  lay  aside 
all  unjust,  unnecessiw  and  improper  dis¬ 
tinctions,  the  whole^pound  of  this  com¬ 
plaint  would  be  removed  ;  and,  having  no 
foundation  to  rest  upon,  like  the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  vision,''  vanish  away. 

The  Methodist  society  in  this  city  are, 
by  agreement  and  by  law,  one  indivisible 
body,  as  it  respects  the  property  and  tem¬ 
poral  concerns  of  the  Church  ;  and  the 
Legislature  of  the  state  by  tlieir  Acts  have 
considered  them  so,  and  have  passed  laws 
to  protect  and  preserve  each  individual 
member  in  the  exercise  and  possession  of 
their  equal  and  undivided  rights. 

And  the  Legislature,  being  a  body  com- 
peletU  to  Judge,  because  they  are  disinter¬ 
ested,  (to  prevent  disputes  from  arising 
upon  this  subject  in  the  society  among 
the  members,  w  ho  are  not  considered  com¬ 
petent  to  Judge  of,  and  settle  such  disputes 
and  disagreements  among  themselves,  be¬ 
ing  all  equally  interested,)  have  enacted 
laws,  directing  the  manner  and  forms  to 
be  observed  by  the  society  in  the  electing 


persons  of  their  own  body,  called  trusteefr^ 
to  take  the  charge  and  oversight  of  the 
property  and  effects  belonging  to  that  body. 
And  when  the  existing  laws  are  complied 
with,  and  the  persons  chosen  for  Trustees 
are  elected  according  to  law,  there  is  no 
cause  of  complaint,  because  a  majority  of 
those  who  had  equal  rights  of  choosing 
have  decided  in  favour  of  the  person  or 
persons  elected  ;  therefore  all  the  trus¬ 
tees  thus  chosen,  are  trustees  for  the  whole 
and  every  part  of  the  society  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  without  any  partial  distinc¬ 
tion  ;  and  so  far  from  any  of  them  being 
representatives  of  any  particular  part  on- 
ly,  they  and  each  of  them  are  servants  of 
the  whole  body,  and  consequently  of  each 
particular  member  of  that  body,  under  the 
protection,  and  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  and  the  discipline  of  the  church  to 
which  they  belong.  If  the  trustees  act 
with  partiality,  they  are  amenable  to  the 
whole  body  ;  and  being  elective,  the  rem¬ 
edy  is  obvious  in  the  exercise  of  the  legal 
rights  of  the  members  of  that  body  :  the 
trustees  having  no  legislative  powers  del¬ 
egated  to  them,  there  can  be  no  complaint 
of  want  of  representation  in  that  respect : 
if  they  do  their  duty  as  faithful  servants, 
the  society  ought  to  be  satisfied  ;  and  if 
any  of  the  members  are  too  proud  and 
self-willed  to  submit  to  the  opinion  and 
choice  of  the  majority  legall}'  expressed, 
and  should  stir  up  strife  and  discord  in 
the  society,  or  propose  any  coercive  meas¬ 
ures  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the 
regular  course  of  the  business  of  the  trus¬ 
tees  in  managing  the  temporal  concerns  of 
the  society,  such  persons  ought  to  be  re¬ 
proved,  admonished,  and  advised  to  de¬ 
sist  ;  and  instead  of  stirring  a  spirit  of 
contention,  they  should  be  exhorted  to  be 
humble,  meek,  patient,  loving  and  kind  ; 
and  to  afford  every  assistance,  by  all 
means  in  their  power  to  promote  the  pros¬ 
perity,  love,  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
society.  This  would  not  only  be  praise¬ 
worthy,  but  would  redound  to  their  honour 
in  the  sight  of  their  brethren,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  every  good  person  of  their  ac¬ 
quaintance.  But  if  they  should  refuse  to 
listen  to  reproof,  or  hearken  to  whole¬ 
some  advice,  and  still  continue  to  he  refrac¬ 
tory,  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  con¬ 
vince  them  that  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Society  is  not  to  be  sacrificed  for  the 
sake  of  retaining  in  its  body  a  member,  or 
a  few  individuals,  who,  while  they  remain, 
will  not  suffer  the  body  to  he  at  peace. 
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Any  attempt  to  meet  the  views,  or  to  Many  woys  and  means  Jiave  be«^’it 
accommodate  ourselves  to  the  washes  of  a  thought  ot,  to  produce  a  sinkiY^g  lund  for 
person  or  persons  actuated  by  the  restless  the  payment  ol  the  debt ;  but  none  of 
spirit  of  pride,  self-will  and  discord,  while  them  have  been  put  in  operation,  partly 
we  retain  the  spirit  of  love,  meekness  and  ol^feccount  ot  the  pressure  of  the  times, 
humility,  would  not  only  be  futile  and  and  partly  on  account  of  the  seeming  un- 
vain,  but  would  increase  the  disorder,  and  settled  state  of  the  society.  There  has 
prove  injurious  to  our  own  souls.  But  been  a  calculation  and  estimate  made 
with  hearts  resign’d,  submissive,  meek,  which  appears  feasible  and  very  easy  ; 
where  Jesus  reigns  alone,”  we  should  en-  which  is,  that  if  one  half  of  the  persons 
deavour  to  meet  each  other’s  view’s  in  the  that  compose  our  congregations  on  the 
choice  of  trustees,  and  if  we  could  not  be  Sabbath  days,  would,  without  withholding 
of  one  mind  or  opinion,  as  to  the  most  or  giving  less  in  the  common  collections, 
suitable  persons  previous  to  the  election,  only  put  into  boxes  to  be  provided  for 
after  it  should  have  been  decided  by  the  that  purpose,  one  cent  every  time  they 
greatest  number  of  votes,  we  should  be  come  to  church,  it  would  pay  the  whole 
satisfied,  not  setting  a  greater  value  on  our  debt  of  the  church  in  less  than  ten  years, 
own  opinions  than  on  the  opinions  of  others.  If  we  can  be  agreed,  the  experiment  can 
Seeing  then  that  the  difficulties  existing  do  no  harm  ;  and  it  it  should  succeed  ae¬ 
on  this  head  are  chiefly  imaginary,  and  cording  to  the  calculation,  it  will  be  ol 
that  with  proper  view^s  and  suitable  dis-  great  importance  :  hut  it  can  easily  he 
positions  they  all  can  be  amicably  settled,  imagined  that  tlie  objection  of  Naaman 
let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  difficulties  will  be  made  to  it — it  is  too  simple  and 
that  really  do  exist,  and  require  the  com-  easy  for  those  who  think  of  nothing  but 
bined  efforts  of  the  trustees  and  all  the  great  things  ;  but  those  who  will  give 
other  members  of  the  society  to  overcome,  themselves  the  trouble  of  calculating,  see- 
While  we  are  disputing  about  difficul-  hig  what  great  things  may  be  accomplish- 
ties  that  only  exist  in  the  imagination,  a  ^d  by  perseverance  in  the  use  of  small 
debt,  already  too  large,  is  daily  increas-  means,  can  have  no  objections  to  trying 
ing.  With  all  our  collections  w^e  have  the  experiment. 

not  raised  money  enough  to  pay  the  inter-  With  great  respect  and  consideration, 
est,  and  the  common  and  contingent  ex-  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

penses  of  the  Church  the  last  year,  by  Neic-lork^  April  10,  1820. 
more  than  six  hundred  dollars;  and  from  (To  be  continued.) 

information  (through  not  official)  of  a  late  .  - 

decision  of  the  Court  of  Errors,  our  diffi¬ 
culties  are  greatly  increased,  by  having  to  ANECOOTES. 

refund  a  very  considerable  sum,  and  to  When  Galileo  was  summoned  before 
pa}"  the  cost  of  a  long  protracted  suit  in  the  Inquisition,  for  asserting  that  the  earth 
Chancery. — These  are  real  and  serious  moved  round  the  sun,  and  not  the  sun 
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But  such  professors  often  any, 

How  they  delight  to  siog  and  pray, 
And  talk  of  things  above  ; 

Their  sins  they  say  are  all  forgiven, 
And  they  are  in  the  way  to  Heaven, 
With  hearts  replete  with  love  ! 

In  truth,  these  stand  on  ruin's  brink, 
And  of  their  danger  little  think, 

So  that  they  are  not  griev’d  ; 

How  wretched  must  those  people  be, 
And  that  through  ail  eternity, 

VVho  live  and  die  deceived  ! 


THE  TATLEK’S  MllUlOU 


Of  all  the  ladies  of  the  day, 

Thpre’s  none  more  busy  or  more  gay, 
Than  strolling  Mrs.  Tattle; 

Kn)m  house  to  house  you  see  her  roam, 
Leaving  her  children  and  her  home, 

That  she  may  sit  and  prattle. 

With  countenance  apparent  sweet. 

She  all  your  family  will  greet, 

And  so  prepares  the  way — 

Pray  neighbour  have  you  heard  the  news. 
How  Mr.  ******  did  his  w  ife  abuse, 

And  then  goes  on  to  say — 

That  she  has  heard  another  tale, 

In  truth  she  hopes  that  it  may  fail, 

But  in  her  heart  she  lies — 

And  this  she  does  with  so  much  grace. 

That  long  before  she  leaves  the  place. 
You’re  taken  by  surprise. 

You  wonder  at  the  dreadful  tale. 

And  with  the  wretch  begin  to  rail. 

Not  thinking  what  you  say ; 

She  marks  your  words  with  eager  eye. 

As  from  your  lips  you  let  them  fly, 

And  says  she  cannot  stay. 

Straight  to  your  neighbour  now  she  goes, 
And  prattles  over  all  she  knows. 

And  often  adds  a  lie  : 

She  w^ishes  now  her  name  conceal’d, 

And  begs  it  may  not  be  reveal’d, 

And  then  begins  to  sigh. 

Your  neighbour  now  as  weak  as  you. 
Believes  the  dreadful  tale  is  true, 

Which  pierces  like  a  dart ; 

And  as  he  walks  upon  the  floor. 

He  often  thinks  the  matter  o’er. 

But  with  an  aching  heart. 

Your  friendship  now  at  once  is  gone — 

Not  thinking  how  the  thing  was  done, 

You  both  prepare  for  battle  ; 

But  w'hen  you  come  to  view  it  well, 

You  soon  perceive  it  came  from  hell, 

By  means  of  Mrs.  Tattle. 

The  tawny  savage  of  the  wood. 

Whose  hands  are  stain’d  with  human  blood 
Disdains  so  base  a  part ; 

Yet  some  professors  of  the  day, 

In  spite  of  all  that  you  can  say, 

Delight  in  this  black  art. 

Like  lions  roaring  for  their  prey. 

They  prowl  about  both  night  and  day, 
your  character  to  stain  ; 

And  being  on  your  ruin  bent, 

They  have  no  peace,  but  discontent, 

Until  they  see  you  slain. 

The  wretch  that  murders,  you  despise, 

.And  hang  him  up  before  your  eyes. 

In  justice  for  the  same  ; 

And  will  you  let  the  fiend  go  free, 

Who  more  than  takes  your  life  away, 

In  that  of  your  good  name  ; 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBEK  9,  isJo 


The  New-York  Conference  of  the  Meth' 
odist  Society,  adjourned  on  Saturday 
evening,  the  5th  inst.  to  meet  again  in  tiiis 
city,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  IVoveni- 
ber,  1826.  There  were  present  twenty- 
e.*ght  ministers,  and  twenty-nine  lay  dele¬ 
gates.  Another  Conference  was  set  off  of 
the  societies  east  of  the  line  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  to  be  called,  the  Connecticut 
Conference,  which  is  to  assemble  in  Bridg- 
port,  the  18th  of  May,  1826.  John  Dut¬ 
ton  was  ex  pel  led, and  William  Vredenburgh 
withdrew.  The  numbers  have  increased, 
notwithstanding  the  *  severe  difficulties 
which  have  been  encountered  the  year. 
There  are  now  in  the  New-Yoffc  Cbnfifr- 
ence,  1749  members,  and  in  the  Roch<*ster 
Conference,  428  ;  making  a  total  of  2177, 
being  an  increase  of  376,  after  leaving  out 
50  at  Portland,  which  place  has  not  been 
heard  from  ;  and  as  we  have  not  received 
any  communications  from  the  Cincinnati 
Conference,  their  numbers  are  not  taken 
into  the  account.  On  Sabbath  morning, 
eig^kt  deacons  w  ere  ordained  in  Chrysiie- 
Street,  and  in  the  afternoon.  Jour  elders 
in  Sullivan-Street  meetinor  houses,  in  the 
presence  of  crowded  congresrations.  The 
services  w  ere  solemn  and  impressive  The 
Methodist  Society  commenced  in  1820, 
and  already  numbers  in  the  Rochester  and 
New-York  Conferences  alone,  upwards  of 
70  preachers,  who  are  endeavouring  to 
spread  the  Redeemer's  name ;  while  from 
every  section  of  these  L'nited  States,  we 
hear  that  others  of  the  same  principles,  in 
doctrine  and  church  government,  are  cry¬ 
ing,  come  and  help  us.  We  tnr5*  the  day 
is  not  far  distant,  when  religious  liberty 
will  be  understood  and  enjoyed  by  bim- 
dreds  of  thousands.  Amen.  Even  so. 
Lord  Jesus. 
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At  the  time  the  ship  Victory  was  wrecketi 
on  Alvarado  Bar,  the  tollowing  persons  were 
lost : — Thomas  H.  Robinson,  first  otficer,  a  wor¬ 
thy  and  promising  young  man,  who  has  left  a 
family  in  this  city  to  lament  his  loss  ;  Christo¬ 
pher  Grim,  car|>enter  ;  J  Heed,  steward  ;  ,J. 
Fisher  and  W.  Simmons,  seamen. 

The  Independence  of  Brazil  has  lieen  recog¬ 
nised  by  the  King  of  rortngal,  and  great  re¬ 
joicings  took  place  on  tbe  occasion. 

October  the  iitHh  completed  the  tH)th  year  of 
the  venerable  .lohn  4dams  ;  he  is  the  only  snr- 
\’ivorofthe  patriots  who  composed  the  first  A- 
merican  Congress. 

Gov.  Troiip  is  again  elected  as  Governor  of 
the  state  of  t^eorgia. 

The  Canal  Celebration  took  place  on  Friday. 
The  weather  was  fine  and  the  dift'erent  socie* 
tie'  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  displaying  to  ad¬ 
vantage — the  procession  was  in  (he  following 
Ol  der  :  4  Bugle  men  on  horseback  ;  Agricultur¬ 
al  ^  Horticultural  Societies  ;  Journeymen  Tai¬ 
lors  ,  Butchers,  with  two  Cars  drawn  by  four 
horses,  one  with  a  white  ox  and  four  large 
sheep,  and  a  stulfed  ox,  the  other  with  a  calT 
end  sheep  highly  decorated  ;  next  the  Tanners 
w  ith  a  car,  in  which  men  were  tanning  and  cur¬ 
rying  leather  ;  then  the  Skinners  and  a  num- 
l>er  of  Morocco  dressers  at  work  ;  then  the 
Cordwainers  with  several  at  work  making 
shoes  ;  the  Hatters  next  with  a  car  drawn  by 
six  horses  and  several  men  at  work  ;  the  Bakers, 
all  with  white  hats  ;  the  Journeymen  Masons 
nest  ;  then  the  Coopers  at  work  ;  the  Chair- 
Makers  with  two  large  Eagles,  gilt,  one  holding 
a  chair  in  his  mouth ;  the  Potters  ;  the  Sad¬ 
dlers  w  ith  horses  in  harness  and  three  fine  ones 
led  by  blacks  in  rich  Moorish  dresses  W’tJh  su¬ 
perb  saddles  ;  the  Shipwrights  with  fneir  line 
of  battle  ship  dl^wn  by  eight  horses  ;  the  Boat 
Builders,  workmen  employed  ;  Ro}>e  Makers 
had  men  at  work  in  a  walk  ;  the  Comb  Ma¬ 
kers.  employed  in  a  shop  ;  then  the  General 
Society  of  Mechanics  ;  the  Cabinet  Makers 
and  the  Apprentices  Librarx’  Association  ;  the 
New-York  Fire  Department,  their  Engines, 
banners,  Uc.  were  in  elegant  order  and  made  a 
great  display ;  the  Printer’s  Society  had  two 
presses  in  operation,  striking  off  copies  of  an 
Ode  which  w  ere  distrihiited  among  the  people. 
Tbe  Book  Binders  had  a  large  volume  bound 
in  red  morocco  and  gilt.  After  a  full  band  of 
musicians  dressed  in  scarlet  and  gold ;  came 
the  members  of  Columbia  College  in  their 
gowns :  then  a  number  of  military  officers  and 
soldiers  of  different  companies,  followed  by  the 
Society  of  F ree- .Masons.  The  Tin-Plate  Work¬ 
ers  had  a  car  drawn  by  four  grey  horses,  with 
a  model  of  some  of  the  locks  of  the  canal,  a 
canal  l>oat,  barge,  kc.  made  of  tin. 

The  water  procession,  were  the  W’ashington, 
Fulton,  Chancellor  Livingston,  Constitution, 
Chief  Justice  Marshal),  Constellation,  New’- 
London,  Swiftiure  and  Barge,  James  Kent,  Sar¬ 
atoga,  Richmond,  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Bolivar, 
Providence,  Nautilus.  Long  Branch,  Fanny, 
Linneaus,  Governor  Wolcott,  John  Marshall, 
George  W'ashiogtoo,  Commerce  k  Barge,  steam 


boats,  22  in  number  ;  the  Revenue  Cutter,  four 
Pilot  b(»ats,  one  Ship  and  tbe  Barges  of  the 
New^-York  VVntermen.  They  were  dressed  for 
the  occasion  and  proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook, 
W'here  the  ceremony  of  mingling  the  waters 
was  performed  by  Dr.  Mitchell,  an  address  de¬ 
livered,  salutes  fired,  and  all  conducted  without 
accident  ;  the  principal  buildings  w  ere  illuiniti- 
ated,  and  City  Hall,  in  particular,  made  a 
handsome  appearance.  Wo  have  not  room  for 
more,  and  only  give  tliis  as  a  record  for  poster¬ 
ity  to  have  a  faint  itiea  of  the  manner  in  w  hich 
such  things  are  conducted  in  this  city  at  this 
present  time. 

Murder. — Daniel  Slone^  of  Oakham,  (Wor¬ 
cester  county,  Ma.'^s.)  murdered  his  own  son,  on 
Monday  evening  last.  It  seems  that  the  father 
went  to  a  cooper  s  .chop,  early  in  the  evening, 
carrying  a  hlanket  A^ith  him  This,  the  son 
brought  away  a  little  after,  and  about  9  o’clock 
went  w  ith  a  black  woman  to  induce  his  father 
to  return  to  (he  house.  On  entering  the  shop, 
they  saw’  the  old  man  levelling  something, 
w  hich  the  black  woman  supposed  to  he  a  club, 
and  cautioned  (he  son  not  to  approach  nearer; 
she  had  but  uttereo  these  words,  when  be  re¬ 
ceived  the  contents  of  a  gun  in  his  abdomen. 
He  tell  crying  ‘‘  good  God,  you  have  killed 
me.”  The  Murderer  was  arrested  in  Grafton 
on  Tuesday  evening. 


MARRIED. 

Tuestlay.  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Clark,  Stephen  C.  Roe,M.D.  to 
Frances  W,  daughter  of  .Tames  P-  Allaire. 

Wedne.«day  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  DuI)ois,  the  Rev.  J, 
Judson  Buck  to  Miss  Amelia  Augusta,  daughter  of  Charles 
Durj  ee.  Esq.  of  this  city. 

Thursday  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Creighton,  Chandler  R 
Gilman,  M.  D  to  Serena,  daughter  of  Martin  llotTnian, 
Esq.  all  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stilwell,  Mr.  Parsells  Inglec, to 
Miss  Lydia  Higbie. 

Saturday,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Mallnu,  Mr.  R.  Slanislau  Allaire, 
to  Miss  Catharine  Glynn,  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  the  Rev.  F.  C  Schaeflfer,  Mr.  Peter 
Aims,  to  Miss  Matilda  Maxwell,  all  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stiiweil,  Mr.  Moses  Swaine,  to 
Miss  Isabella  Foster,  all  of  this  city. 

Sunday  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Mallou,  Maurice  Wallin, 
gain  Masseau,  to  Miis  Dominica,  daughter  of  the  late 
Captain  John  Ducasse. 


DIED. 

Mr.  Richard  GriflSth,  of  Wales,  aged  76. 

Thutsday,  Moses  Scudder,  Esq.  of  Huntington,  (L.  I  ) 
aged  63. 

Friday,  Mrs.  Lydia,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Thomas 
Wooster,  aged  74 

Monday,  Maria  Seabury,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
Rev.  Samuel  Seabury.  Bishop  of  Connecticut  and  Kbode- 
laland. 

On  tbe  17th  of  October,  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Samuel 
M.  flitt,  Washington  County,  Maryland,  In  the  38th  year 
of  his  a^e,  the  Rev.  DANIEL  HITT,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  formerly  Book  Agent  in  this  city. 


Deaths,  week  l>efore  last,  84. 
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